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THE MAYOR’S CORNER
Dear Residents,
One of my “outside” responsibilities is
to represent the City of Atlantis at the
Issues Forum organized by the Palm
Beach County Intergovernmental Coordination Program. This is an assembly
of representatives from each municipality, Palm Beach County, the Palm Beach
County School District, and others. This
group had been dormant for about a
decade and is now trying to provide
collaboration on current topics that
affect our County. The forum has identified Housing, Transportation, Hurricane Preparedness and Climate
Change as the focus topics.
You may recall when the City was working with the developer of the Heathwood
Reserve project, the issue of Workforce
Housing was a factor. Also, we continue to encounter the homeless camp at
John Prince Park. These “Housing” issues come, in part, from the need for
affordable housing, The Housing Leadership Council of Palm Beach County,
in conjunction with Florida International
University, has made some preliminary
findings as part of their 2020 Palm
Beach County Affordable Housing
Needs Assessment. You may find
these bullet points interesting:
•

•

•

•

•

Palm Beach County has a supply
gap of approximately 45,357 units
for low-and moderate-income owners and a gap of 44,200 units for
extremely low- to low-income
renters
Absent federal stimulus funding,
Palm Beach County would see an
estimated 53.3 % increase (27,335
renters) in severely distressed renter households.

Living within the confines of our community sometimes shields us from the realities our neighbors encounter. These
numbers will only worsen due to COVID
-19.
By the time you read this, our annual resurfacing project will be complete.
Thank you for your patience and cooperation during this needed effort. Kudos
to City Manager, Brian Moree, for
securing this work at “piggyback” rates
already negotiated in other communities. This allows the City to receive
beneficial pricing and we can accelerate
completion of our street overlay rotation.
The City can soon seek other ways to
use the 1-cent tax infrastructure funds.

The City is now working toward finalizing the budget for next fiscal year. City
Council has established the maximum
Palm Beach County’s $369,450 me- allowable millage rate at 7.68, the same
dian single-family home sale price is value as last year. City Council will be
unaffordable to 82% of households meeting on August 19, September 8,
An estimated 51,282 renter house- and September 16 to finalize the millage
holds are “severely” cost-burdened; rate. The millage rate will go down or
remain the same.
a 25% increase since 2010
Individual poverty rates in 14 Palm
Beach County communities far
exceed the State (13.6%) and
County (13.4%). This includes
nearby Lake Worth Beach.

Until next month, take care and take
care of each other.
Mayor Michael LaCoursiere
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CITY MANAGER NOTES
“Hope is not a strategy.” - Vince Lombardi
Most organizations, and even cities, that have experienced decline and decay share a common root cause
– lack of strategic and forward planning. It is easy to view mistakes and missed opportunities in the rearview
mirror. Surprisingly, many organizations have difficulty planning for those mistakes and missed opportunities,
instead choosing to react to them. They tout their ability to think ‘outside the box’ to resolve challenges but
reacting to a challenge is different from being prepared for one.
The City Council will hold a public workshop on Wednesday, August 12 at 7:00PM to begin strategic planning for the City’s short-term goals and long-term viability. More than being reactionary, the City Council wants to
work with residents, business owners and stakeholders in Atlantis to develop comprehensive plans for our future.
A critical element in effective strategic planning is a clear sense of purpose, which consists of an organization’s timeless reason for being—its mission—and the strategic goals for fulfilling this mission within a set period of
time. Strategic planning and execution will allow the City to deliver on that purpose by setting priorities, aligning
resources, and mobilizing and measuring action.
Over the next several months, the City Council will conduct a deliberate, transparent, and participatory
process to prepare the city for the challenges and opportunities we have yet to face. We encourage you to join us
and participate in the process as much as you are able. We will make every effort to provide you the opportunity to
share your thoughts, ideas, and concerns.
Atlantis has a wonderful history and is a great place to live. It will take everyone working together to
ensure that can be said for a long time to come!
Stay safe and stay positive.
Brian R. Moree
City Manager

regulations.
Under Miscellaneous Business, City Planner
The City of Atlantis called to order its City Council
Denise
Malone
gave a presentation of moratorium docuMeeting at 7:00 p.m. on July 15th.
ments.
Resolution 20-10 was passed appointing memCity Manager Brian Moree, by a 4-0 vote, was
bers to the City’s Boards and Committees. Catherine
appointed
as our voting delegate for the Florida League
Burger and Benjamin Peterson were reappointed to the
of
Cities’
annual
conference.
Architectural Review Committee. Sally Shapiro and
Passing 4-0, the proposed maximum millage rate
James Pregot as alternate were appointed to the Board
for 2020-2021 fiscal year was set at 7.68. This is our curof Adjustment, along with Councilor Guy Motzer as the
rent rate and Council stressed that this would be our
Council Representative. Congratulations to all of these
maximum rate, but it could be reduced in the future. The
dedicated volunteers!
first Budget Hearing was scheduled for September 2nd.
Ordinance 455, amending Chapter 11.6, Signs
An iguana management update was given. Due
and Advertising, passed 3-1 upon its first reading.
to
liability
concerns and private property concerns, the
Passing 4-0 upon its second reading, Ordinance
City
has
decided
it will only trap animals less than two
456 amends Chapter 4, Buildings and Building Regulafeet
if
requested.
Larger animals would have to be hunttions; and Chapter 8.5, Landscaping and Tree Protection.
ed by a professional hunter at the property owner’s exAlso passing 4-0 upon its second reading, Ordipense. The City will give guidance, but not direct assisnance 457 imposes a six-month moratorium on applications for development and redevelopment in the R-1 Zon- tance.
The City Manager reported that they are monitoring District as set forth in Chapter 15: Zoning. This will
give villa groups a chance to clarify and correct their reg- ing the new speed sign on Walton Heath Drive. Please
do not speed and please come to a complete stop at all
ulations as well as giving city staff an opportunity to unstop signs. We want Atlantis to be safe for all.
dertake a comprehensive review of the city’s existing
William Mitchell
land development codes, so as to put an emphasis on
coordination between city zoning and villa group

CITY NEWS

PAGE 2

The City News

www.atlantisfl.gov

AUGUST 2020

POLICE DEPARTMENT NEWS
Chief Robert G. Mangold

Community Safety through Community Awareness and Involvement:
Crime Prevention Tip: Swiped! What is SIMSwapping?
A SIM card, or a subscriber identity module, is a phone component that acts as a virtual passport. When
purchasing a new phone, the SIM card is placed into the phone to connect it to the provider’s network.
If a SIM card has been damaged or a new device is purchased, customers can request what is called a
“SIMSwap,” which can be done remotely so that the new device can be connected to the provider’s network. Once the SIMSwap is completed, the old phone is no longer connected to the network and the
phone’s information is transferred onto the new device.
Although SIMSwaps are a relatively common practice for phone companies, criminals have used this
technique to their advantage, using social engineering techniques to complete a fraudulent SIMSwap. In
order to take control of someone’s phone number or data, scammers will typically research the targeted
victim on the internet to gather information phone companies may ask for identity verification. The
scammer will then call the phone carrier or visit a physical vendor location and pretend to be the owner
requesting a SIMSwap. Within minutes, the target may lose control of their device. The first sign that a
device has been compromised is often the inability to send or receive text messages or phone calls.
Once the phone company completes the swap, the scammer will have access to the data and phone
number of the customer. Many people use their cell phone for multifactor authentication on their online
accounts; as a result, scammers may be able to access email, bank, social media, and even bitcoin accounts by requesting the password verification be sent to the phone number they now control. Once the
passwords are changed and the accounts are compromised, the scammer gains access to all of the target’s personal information, and/or money, which can be difficult to recover if the scam is not quickly
discovered.
The primary way to protect yourself from SIMSwapping is to set up a PIN or strong password on your
cellular account. Most phone companies already require this, but check with your provider to make sure
your account has the maximum amount of security. Second, consider using strong authentication on
accounts with sensitive or personal information. Last, do not reply to calls, emails, or text messages
that request personal information and limit the personal information that you share online. In the event
that SIMSwapping happens to you, immediately call your mobile service provider and report it. Then,
call the agencies of accounts involved with the stolen phone number to try and recover your information, including your bank, email, and social media accounts. The more quickly the scam is discovered
and reported, the more likely it is that your information can be saved.
SIMSwapping has been around for years, yet a recent reliance on phone authentication and the value of
your device’s data makes this scam enticing for criminals; therefore, strong security measures and paying close attention to your accounts and devices is extremely important and may save your important
information and finances in the event that the unthinkable occurs.
Information courtesy of Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) and Florida Fusion Center (FFC)

CRIME STATISTICS
Major Crimes

TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT June 2020

June 2020
Residential

Commercial

Total Enforcement

31

0

0

Traffic Citations

21

Burglary (Structures/Vehicles) 0

1

Written Warnings

10

Theft (Grand & Petit)

0

0

Parking Citations

0

Vehicle Theft

0

0

Robbery

0

0

Battery / Assault

Residential Crime Location(s): None
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CODE COMPLIANCE NEWS
AUGUST 2020
Code Officer William J. Amason
Hope this newsletter finds all healthy, safe, and following guidelines suggested by the CDC as we
all navigate this Coronavirus pandemic. Many of you have taken advantage of the recent pleasant weather
to address yardwork, landscaping, hedge and tree concerns in preparation for the upcoming storm season.
I also provided the following in last month’s Newsletter. Updated information requires duplication of
the information in August Newsletter.
Recently, many residents have expressed concerns regarding vegetative growth around powerlines
and transformers. Most prevalently seen in the Northeast sector of the City. This area for the most part is
identified as 200 through 500 block of North Country Club Drive, 200 blocks of Walton Heath, Sudbury, and
Gleneagles drives.
Contact with FPL representative indicates that ASPLUNDH, a FPL subcontractor, will be in the area
for the next 3 months to address growth around the powerlines. First will be the main feeder lines then the
interior lines. The interior lines are as described above between Walton Heath and North Country Club.
The representative has requested the citizens contact FPL customer service individually should they
have concerns.
Contact information.

https://www.fpl.com/reliability/trees/line-clearing.html
1-800-468-8243
***If you see a tree touching power lines and sparking or causing another hazardous tree condition,
contact FPL immediately at 1-800-4OUTAGE (1-800-468-8243) to report the condition. Please do not attempt to trim any trees or vegetation growing on or near power lines. ***
The FPL webpage briefly explains the process and the potential benefit of Free Mulch to the residents.

As always please continue to follow these guidelines:
Do’s

Don’ts

-Screen garbage and recycle containers from public

view AT ALL TIMES.
-Put vegetative waste out on Sunday after 12 noon.
-Put Bulk waste out after 5 p.m. on Sunday.

-Put containers curbside
-Allow lawn care companies to leave vegetative waste
they make. You are responsible. In the future it may
not be picked up and you could be charged

The Code Compliance Officer is continuing to make an extra effort for personal contact, while practicing social distancing, with the responsible parties when violations have been observed, primarily for educational purposes, and to remind them of certain City of Atlantis codes they may not be familiar with.

Since the last Newsletter the following violations within the city have been identified.
CODE STATISTICS: June 23, thru July 17th, 2020.
Violations Identified
28

Courtesy Notices
14

In Compliance upon Request
11

Pending
17
Mostly educational and reminder contacts

If you have any questions, complaints, or wish to offer suggestions please contact:
City of Atlantis Code Department
C/O Bill Amason
Wamason@atlantisfl.gov 561-965-1744/561-822-6005 Cell
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NEW TRASH RULES
In November, the City Council passed Ordinance 453 amending Code Chapters 8 and 15 addressing trash
pick-up regulations. The Council considered that underground containers often can’t be repaired or replaced, and amended the Code accordingly. These changes are currently in effect.
•

Trash containers may be kept above ground, within the residential building, or outside, if properly
screened from public view.

•

All containers continue to be required to be watertight with tight fitted covers.

•

Trash containers shall be accessible for collection from the backyard or side yard on the designated collection days, without the necessity of unlocking a door, fence, gate, or similar obstacle. Containers shall
be screened from public view from the adjacent right-of-way or neighboring property.

•

Vegetative waste may be placed at the curb at noon on Sunday for Monday pick-up. Bulk may be
placed curbside at 5 p.m. Sunday for Monday pick-up, with the exception of the first Sunday of the
month, when it may be placed curbside at noon. Otherwise, all such waste and trash shall be screened
from public view from the right-of-way adjacent to the front yard.

•

Recycling containers shall be placed by the underground containers or with the above ground containers in the back or side yard and properly screened from public view.

•

Screening may consist of obstructed view behind the residence, screening material, or hedge.

The 2019 Water
Quality Report is
available on the website and in the Council
Chambers lobby.

The Primary Election is August
18th. Precinct 3082, in the City
Council Chambers, will be open
for in-person voting. The deadline
to register for the November 3rd
General Election is October 5th.
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IGUANA CONTROL
Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission Information Regarding Green Iguanas
Green iguanas can live on the ground, in shrubs, or in trees. They are excellent swimmers and tolerate both salt and
freshwater. They can submerge themselves for up to 4 hours at a time. They feed on a wide variety of vegetation,
including shoots, leaves, blossoms and fruit of plants such as firebush, jasmine, orchids, roses, Washington fan
palms, hibiscuses, garden greens, squashes and melons. Adult green iguanas can also feed on bird eggs and dead
animals. Juvenile green iguanas feed on vegetation, insects and tree snails.
Green iguanas can cause damage to residential and commercial landscape vegetation and are often considered a nuisance by property owners. Iguanas are attracted to trees with foliage or flowers, most fruits (except citrus) and almost any vegetable. Some green iguanas cause damage to infrastructure by digging burrows that erode and
collapse sidewalks, foundations, seawalls, berms, and canal banks. They leave droppings on docks, moored boats,
seawalls, porches, decks, pool platforms and inside swimming pools. As is the case with other reptiles, green iguanas can transmit the infectious bacterium Salmonella to humans through contact with water or surfaces
contaminated by their feces.
Can residents remove iguanas from their property?
Green iguanas are not protected in Florida except by anti-cruelty laws and can be killed on private property yearround with landowner permission. The FWC encourages removal of green iguanas from private properties by landowners. Captured iguanas cannot be relocated and released elsewhere. Hired trappers or homeowners who capture
iguanas on their property may be able to obtain euthanasia services from local exotic veterinarians,
humane societies or animal control offices depending on the location and availability of services. The attached FWC
PowerPoint on Iguana Technical Assistance for Homeowners provides more information.
How to deter green iguanas from frequenting a property?

If residents have an iguana frequenting their area, they may take steps to deter the animal such as modifying the habitat around your home or humanely harassing the animal. Examples of effective habitat modification and
harassment include:
•

Remove plants that act as attractants

•

Filling in holes to discourage burrowing

•

Hanging wind chimes or other items to make intermittent noises

•

Hanging CDs that have reflective surfaces

•

Spraying the animals with water as a deterrent

The City offers limited trapping services with our existing animal control services contractor. The limitation is
based on size as smaller iguanas will enter baited traps and can be removed more easily. Larger iguanas are more
aware and often too large for typical traps. Larger iguanas require tracking and hunting techniques for removal.
They may be removed at an additional cost of $80 to $100 per hour or $700 per day with no bag limit or
guarantee.
Some homeowner associations within the City are utilizing iguana management services separate from the City’s
animal control services. This includes trapping and designated individuals that use humane hunting techniques to
remove iguanas.
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Atlantis Notification System and Directory Update
The City of Atlantis Emergency Contact software system enables emergency and other various city alerts to be sent via text,
email and phone. This service is available to all residents who register. Please complete this form and return to the Police
Department by mail, fax to 561-968-9443 or email to mlegall@atlantisfl.gov. This information is also used to update the
Directory entries of our residents.
Submit only if there are changes to your information or preferences.

Note: Information supplied via this form is subject to public records law.
Family Name: _________________________________________________________________
Address:

___________________________________________________________________

Landline Phone:

______________________________ Include phone in Directory: Yes ____No_____
Please do not include me/us in the Directory at all_______

Residents/Phone numbers in the household requesting notifications:
Name:_______________________Email:__________________________________________Email Alert____
Cell :_________________________ Text Alert ____ / Phone call____ / Include in Directory Yes ____No___
All Notifications _______ Emergency Notifications Only______

Name:_______________________Email:__________________________________________Email Alert____
Cell :_________________________ Text Alert ____ / Phone call____ / Include in Directory Yes ____No___
All Notifications _______ Emergency Notifications Only______
If you would like an additional address listed in the directory please include below:
Out of State Address ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________ Phone_____________________________
Emergency Contact:________________________________________ __Phone: _______________________
The City of Atlantis has a Solicitation Ordinance. May solicitors visit your home? YES ______ NO ______
I want to receive the City’s newsletter: Y / N. Please send via USPS _____, or via email:
_________________________________________@____________________________.___________
_________________________________________@____________________________.___________
I give my consent to the City of Atlantis to use this information to alert me of events through its notification system.
I will notify the City of changes to this information, and I will not hold the City of Atlantis responsible if I fail to do
so.
Signature________________________________________________Date_______________________________
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Atlantis Country Club
www.AtlantisCountryClub.com
190 Atlantis Blvd. • Atlantis, FL 33462 • Golf: 561.968.1300 • Dine: 561.965.5788

Welcome Back to Golf at Atlantis Country Club
Atlantis Country Club is following guidelines established for the safety of
both our employees and golfers.
Non-member tee-times can be booked up to 3 days in advance online at
AtlantisCountryClub.com. The online tee-times are pre-paid tee-times.

Call 561-968-1300 for information and tee times!

Snack Bar Now Open at Atlantis Country Club
In addition to the Golf Course, the Snack Bar is open for breakfast and lunch. Both
take-out at the window and dining inside and on the outdoor patio (according to current guidelines) are available. Snack bar hours are 7:30 am to 4:30 pm. The popular
regular menu items are available and beer, wine and spirits are also available.
Atlantis Country Club is open to the public since 1972.

Call 561-965-7700, extension 32
for orders and information.

PAGE 9

The City News

www.atlantisfl.gov

AUGUST 2020

Hurricane Preparedness Guide
This hurricane guide has been designed to provide you and your family important hurricane protection and safety information. Please keep this guide as a reference.
Now that the hurricane season is here, it is important to be as prepared as possible.
Here are some helpful tips:
♦ Put important documents and phone numbers in a waterproof container.
♦ All trees and shrubs should be trimmed by now – do not do any trimming before a hurricane is about to come.
♦ Monitor the tropics: tune into local television and radio stations; heed the advice of local authorities; evacuate if ordered. Do not return until it is safe to do so.
♦ Remove lawn furniture, pots, plants or any other outside items that could be potential
projectiles.
♦ If a storm watch has been issued, do not place yard waste, recycling, or garbage at
the curb. Please be patient until normal collection resumes.
♦ You can get helpful information regarding power outages, etc. by going online at
FPL.com. To report a hazardous condition or power outage, please call 1-800-4OUTAGE
(1-800-468-8243).
If you haven’t already prepared a hurricane emergency supply kit, do so now. Remember
to include such items as:
· Three gallons of water per person
· Canned & ready-to-eat food, fruits, crackers, etc. and foods that do not require cooking
· Manual can opener
· First aid kit, prescription and non-prescription drugs
· Matches in a waterproof container
· Paper cups, plates, and plastic utensils; foil, plastic wrap & plastic garbage bags and
personal hygiene items such as soap, toothpaste and toothbrush, toilet paper, etc.
· Liquid bleach to treat drinking water
· Cash – ATM’s may not be operating after a storm
DO NOT RUN PORTABLE GENERATORS INSIDE YOUR HOME OR GARAGE
Here is a list of local phone numbers to further assist you:
• EMERGENCY 9-1-1
• ATLANTIS POLICE 965-1700
• CITY HALL 965-1744
• UTILITIES DEPARTMENT 965-1744
• 511– provides traffic information– road conditions and construction updates 24 hours
Here is a list of websites that may also assist you:
• FEMA- WWW.FEMA.GOV
• STATE– WWW.FLORIDADISASTER.ORG (SERT HOME PAGE)
• COUNTY– WWW.PBCGOV.COM
• LOCAL-WWW.ATLANTISFL.GOV
Help your neighbors if they are unable to prepare by themselves. Let us all band together and stay as safe as possible this season.
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ALL AMERICAN TEAM TENNIS: Youth Team
LITERARY SOCIETY: The Atlantis Literary Society supTennis. Contact Coach Ken at 578-9914. Meets in Atlantis. ports the Library in Lantana by collecting donated books.
Contact Martha at 617-947-2713.
ART CLASSES: Water Media Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. Contact Maureen Cleary at 351-7748 or mcleary99@aol.com
OIL & ACRYLIC PAINTING Contact Nancy Tilles
561.889.1010 or email ntilles@comcast.net
DEMOCRATS OF ATLANTIS meets every 3 months in
Atlantis. Contact Thais Villanueva 561-789-1209
REPUBLICAN CLUB OF CENTRAL PBC: Meets the first
Thursday of each month at 6:15 p.m. at the Atlantis CounGREAT BOOKS CLUB Returns in the Fall. Contact
try Club. Contact George Blumel at 561-543-4971.
Cathy Toppin 561-964-2508
THE ROTARY CLUB OF LAKE WORTH : Meets
GUITAR LESSONS: All styles, all ages welcome. Contact
Wednesdays at noon for lunch for fellowship and guest
Diane Levine at 561-267-7921.
speakers. Contact Peggy Vrane 868-5807
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY Get involved: Donate to 561Richard Beiter 965-4282 or Ron Leeds 969-9600.
253-2290, volunteer at www.habitatpbc.org
TENNIS CLASSES: Contact Coach Sherwin
JEWELRY CLASS: Tuesdays & Fridays 7-9 pm. Contact Anderson USPTA PRO at 561-588-4557.
Marie Claude Green at 736-5609, 271-8967 or
TUTORING: AP History interactive sessions. Best AP U.S.
clvert@aol.com
History passing rate in PBC. Contact Corey Musser, 561LANTANA ROAD BRANCH LIBRARY : Offering book
908-4810 or cmusser06@gmail.com
and film discussions groups. Contact Susan Kelly at 304YOGA BY JOAN Kintz Park Recreation Building, Sun.,
4500.
Tues. & Thurs. Contact Joan: 561-767-6339
joaniefla@hotmail.com

WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS
Robert & Meghan Barron
Michael Boyd
Wayne Cordero
Karl & Marzie McDermott
Christopher Reeg & Chandni Patel
Brian & Sandy TerHorst

Follow us:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CityofAtlantisFL
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/cityofatlantisfl
Twitter: https://twitter.com/cityofAtlantis2
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by Sandy Thompson (313-1060)

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS:
EMERGENCY (Fire, Police, Ambulance) 911

GARBAGE INFORMATION:

Police / Fire (Non Emergency) 561-965-1700

•

MONDAY – HOUSEHOLD GARBAGE

•

THURSDAY – HOUSEHOLD GARBAGE &

J F K Medical Center

561-965-7300

Atlantis City Hall

561-965-1744

Building Department

561-965-1744 x112

Police (Administration)

561-965-1711

Utilities Department

561-965-1744 x117

Garbage Collection

561-965-1744 x112

Atlantis Country Club

561-965-7700

Lost City Golf Club

561-966-7600

KINTZ PARK SPLASH PAD HOURS:
Monday through Thursday 11 am to 6 pm
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 11 am to 8 pm
· During periods of heavy rain, the splash pad hours
may be suspended.
* Kintz Park will be closed periodically for
maintenance.

BACKDOOR PICKUP

RECYCLE
CURBSIDE PICKUP

•

MONDAY ONLY – YARD WASTE AND BULK
ITEMS

Please place all household garbage and recycling for
collection BEFORE 7:00 am on the day of service.
Bulk items may be placed at the curb after 5:00 pm on
Sunday for Monday pickup. Vegetation may be placed at
the curb after noon on Sunday for Monday pickup.
Please use your underground containers. Liners may
be obtained at Ace Hardware. Recycle Containers may be
obtained at City Hall. Other containers must be screened.
Landscape debris generated by a paid landscape
maintenance company must be removed on the day of
generation by the maintenance company. (City of Atlantis
Code of Ordinances 8.3-9) Questions, Call City Hall at
965-1744.

